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WHAT IS Ȱ-5,4)#5,452!, 2/-!.#%ȱ 

Multicultural (MC) romance would seem, on the face of it, to be romance that involves people of various 
cultures. In reality, it has become a default term for ȰÒÏÍÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÏÎ-×ÈÉÔÅ ÈÅÒÏÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÏÉÎÅÓȟȱ 
although even this is an iffy description as characters who are ethnically Caucasian (e.g., Middle Eastern) can 
be considered multicultural when it comes to romance. For the purposes of this discussion, MC romance will 
be defined as works written by and/or featuring Black, Hispanic, Asian, and other ethnic minorities in leading 
roles.  
 
 
 
 

ROADBLOCKS TO MC ROMANCE PUBLISHING 

There are several unique issues that MC romance authors face: 

Stereotypes: /Èȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÉÓ Á ÂÌÁÃË ×ÏÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÓÁÓÓÙȟ Á ,ÁÔÉÎÁ ×ÈÏ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÓÐÉÃÙȟ ÏÒ ÁÎ !ÓÉÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ 
just laid back and not worrying about med school? Some readers may find this off-putting because society at 
large has convinced them that there are certain slots for characters of color. Deviation from this 
automatically causes push-back for many readers. 4ÈÉÓ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÏÆȣ 

Believability: 4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÁÉÓÅÓ ÍÙ ÈÁÃËÌÅÓ ÉÓ Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÁÂÌÅȢȱ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ÉÓ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÆÉÔ ÍÙ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ ЁÉÎÓÅÒÔ 0/# ÇÒÏÕÐЂȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÂÇÅÎÒÅÓ ÏÆ -# ÒÏÍÁÎÃÅȟ 
but especially historicals, where readers often lÁÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÅÎÄÉÎÇȢ 9ÅÔ ×ÈÅÎ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÁÄ Á ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÕÔÏÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÓÓÕÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÒÏ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÏÉÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÄÉÐÈÔÈÅÒÉÁȟ 
Native Americans, or lawless rogues after the book ends. 

 

 

Lack of connection: Ȱ) ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ) ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ Á "ÌÁÃËȾ,ÁÔÉÎÁȾ!ÓÉÁÎ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢȱ Um, okay. (See pg 4) 

Discoverability: Because many readers avoid MC romance, there is not much word of mouth in the 
mainstream book discussions. People whose opinions are respected, i.e., big name authors, book sellers, 
ÍÁÊÏÒ ÂÌÏÇÓȟ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ -# ÒÏÍÁÎÃÅȟ ÏÒ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÉÔȟ 
overlooking the vast majority of popular MC romance authors. 

Articles on diversity and readership: 

¶ A Snapshot of Reading in America in 2013 

¶ The Most Likely Person to Read a Book? A College-Educated Black Woman 

¶ To Achieve Diversity In Publishing, A Difficult Dialogue Beats Silence 

Ȱ#WeNeedDiverseRomance because we need to get to the point 

where a well written love story is all that matters.ȱ @DrenzPen 

ȰΥ7Å.ÅÅÄ$ÉÖÅÒÓÅ2ÏÍÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÉÕÍÐÈÓȟ ÎÏÔ 

just our tragedies. We deserve more than slave narratives.ȱ @beingmrsjones 

ȰΥ7Å.ÅÅÄ$ÉÖÅÒÓÅ2ÏÍÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÍÙ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÇÏÔ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄȟ 

ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÉÎ έ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȢȱ  @courtneymilan 
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DOS & $/.ȭ43 OF MC ROMANCE  

As with any subgenre, multicultural romance has developed a few tropes of its own, some good, some not so 

good. Often, the not so good is added for a sense of verisimilitude ɉÁÓ ÉÎ ȰËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÒÅÁÌȱɊ, which we respect, 

but when reality teeters into the land of cliché, reader cringing and book throwing may occur. 

Here are our least favorite multicultural romance tropes: 

1) 4ÈÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ×ÏÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ Á ÍÁÎȢ This trope is not my cup of tea in whatever 

subgenre it appears, but we find it especially irksome in Af-Am/interracial romance. It can become the 

sole cause of conflict between ÔÈÅ ÈÅÒÏ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÏÉÎÅȢ Ȱ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÄÁÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ 

degree/get a promotion/start a business and a boyfriend will keep me from doiÎÇ ÔÈÁÔȢȱ 5Íȟ ÎÏȢ 0ÌÅÎÔÙ 

of people navigate relationships and a whole slew of other responsibilities on top of education/career. 

2) The character who speaks in dialect. YÏÕȭÒÅ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ Á MC romance and want your characters to seem real, 

and you once watched a ÓÈÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎ !ÓÉÁÎ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÓÃÒÅÁÍÅÄ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÐÁÙ ÎÏ×Ȧȱ ÏÒ Á ÂÌÁÃË ÇÕÙ ÓÁÉÄ Ȱ)Ô 

beeÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔȟȱ ÓÏ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ ÔÏÏȢ *ÕÓÔ ÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈ ÂÕÒÒ ÉÎ 

(ÉÇÈÌÁÎÄ ÒÏÍÁÎÃÅÓȟ ÕÓÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÍÕÌÔÉÅÔÈÎÉÃ ÅÑÕÉÖÁÌÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ȰÄÉÎÎÁ ÆÁÓÈȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÁÓÓȱ ÓÐÁÒÉÎÇÌÙȢ 

3) /ÕÒ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÂÏÎÉÎÇȢ TÈÅ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÓËÉÎȟ ÔÈÅ 

ÔÅØÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÉÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÁÐÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÙÅÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ 

ÉÔ ÏÎ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇs right. While of course you need to describe your characters and pull your 

readers into the scene, veer away from fetishizing your characters ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÉÓËÙȢ 

4) Poor minority/wrong side of the track trope. The sexy, rich billionaire coming to save the poor damsel has 

been more than overdone. While this trope has been popular in many subgenres, it has practically 

become a cliché. Try switching it up. Black billionaire heroine, anyone? 

5) Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÙÏÕ Á ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ )ȭÍ Á ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙȢȱ Multicultural and interracial characters can 

have a regular romance without focusing on their differences, racial or social injustices. Everything 

doesn't have to be all about their pain.  

 
South Asian Tropes  

7ÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÓ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÓÉÁȩ )ÔȭÓ )ÎÄÉÁȟ Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Maldives, Nepal, Bhutan 
ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÁÓÐÏÒÁȢ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ -ÉÄÄÌÅ %ÁÓÔȟ ÎÏÒ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÅ &ÁÒ %ÁÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÏÎÌÙ 
concentrate on the multi-culti subgenre written in English for a predominantly western audience. 

4ÒÏÐÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄȭÖÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ΣΫΪΡȡ 

1) Fish out of water in the Western World for the newbie immigrant. 
2) Incredibly nerdy/straight-laced to the point of being a simpleton protagonist. All brown people are not 

Gandhi or Mother Theresa. Nor are they polar opposites and walking advertisements for the Kama Sutra. 
3) South Asia is a seething nest of poverty, terrorism, corruption, illiteracy, obsessive religiosity, weird 

accents, head movements, curries and colorful fabrics. 
4) Specifically for ×ÏÍÅÎȡ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÅÄ ÁÓ ÓÕÐÐÒÅÓÓÅÄȟ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÅÄȟ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÓÅÌÆ-esteem and loyal to 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÐÉÄÉÔÙȢ %Çȡ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÂÒÉÄÅÓȟ ÂÁÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÏÏÒ ÔÈÉÎÇȱ ÉÎ 
ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏÏÍ ȰÍÅÅÔȱ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ wedding. 

5) The ABCD (American Born Confused Desi) with an identity crisis. 
6) Book cover tropes of women in full bridal wear and mehendi stained hands or feet and bangles jangling. 

Or the slums of India. 
7) 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÇÏÅÓ ÔÏ )ÎÄÉÁ ÔÏ ȰÆÉÎÄȱ ÈÉÍ/herself in the Land of Yoga and incense-infused temples. 
8) Overbearing relatives and familial expectations the heroine (especially) struggles with. 

Ȱ#WeNeedDiverseRomance bc studies show that college 

educated BW buy the most booksȱ @kaiawrites 
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DOS & $/.ȭ43 OF MC ROMANCE (CONTȭD)  

Now, you may ask: ×ÉÔÈ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ȰÄÏÎȭÔÓȟȱ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÔÏ ÄÏȩ 7ÅÌÌȟ Ìike any writing rule, one-ÓÉÚÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 
fit all. But here are some things authors looking to write MC characters and stories should aim to do: 

¶ Do read widely within the existing multicultural romance category, especially books by authors of 
color. There are thousands and thousands of books out there and you should know what is already in 
the field, just like when writing any other subgenre. 

¶ Do expand your research beyond Wikipedia or a documentary. If you have a character of a specific 
religion, culture, or ethnicity, try to speak to flesh and blood people who could have some insight into 
your character. Social media resources like twitter are an invaluable resource to writers looking to 
learn more. Just ask! Better to do it ahead of time than to flub something that would have been caught 
easily by a willing reader. 

¶ Do ask yourself why you're writing MC characters. It's okay not to have a diverse cast of characters in 
every book. If you're adding them because you feel like you have to, that tokenism will come through 
to the reader. 

¶ Do remember thaÔ ÉÔͻÓ ×ÅÉÒÄ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÌÉËÅ Ȱscaredȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÁÆÒÁÉÄȱ when talking about writing 
characters of colÏÒȢ )ÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÉÆ Á ÇÕÙ ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅȟ ȰI want to write women charactersȟ ÂÕÔ )ͻÍ ÓÃÁÒÅÄȦȱ 
Wouldn't you think he was a doof?  Authors of color write white people as a matter of course and 
don't expect a cookie for it. 
 
 
 

 SELF-PUBLISHING: THE MC !54(/2ȭ3 FRIEND 

The self-publishing boom has been huge for the interracial/multicultural genre. Many authors have gained 
huge fan bases and made their livings self-publishing, despite never making the NYT best seller list. Self-
pubbing can be tempting, especially when it seems like traditionally publishing your multicultural romance is 
swimming upstream. However, self-publishing doesn't mean just uploading your manuscript and hitting send. 
You need good editors (developmental, content, and line), cover art, a marketing plan, and knowledge of the 
industry. We've provided some information at the end of the handout to assist you, and we highly recommend 
that you attend the self-publishing workshops being offered this week. 
 

THE FUTURE OF MULTICULTURAL ROMANCE 

During Romance Slam Jam, a popular conference for African American romance, readers had a chance to voice 
some of their concerns on the state of black and MC romance. Some of those concerns were: 

¶ Low quality cover art and the lack of true MC representation on covers 

¶ The lack of black heroes as ȰÁÌÐÈÁȱ males/heroes 

¶ The desire for ÍÏÒÅ ȰÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙȱ ÈÅÒÏ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÓÓ ȰÂÉÌÌÉÏÎÁÉÒÅÓȱ 

¶ The desire for more plus-sized and dark-skinned heroines and less thin and lighter skinned 

¶ The lack of and desire for more African American/MC historical romances 
 
As authors, we have the power to fulfill some of these readerÓȭ demands through self-publishing professional 
and top quality workȢ .Ï× ÉÔȭÓ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓ and leaders to listen to the market and actively 
seek more diverse books by MC authors. Some publishers and editors, such as Samhain, Avon, and Lyrical 
0ÒÅÓÓȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÕÔ ÏÕÔ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÆÏÒ -# ÒÏÍÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÓÔÁÒÔȢ "ÕÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÍÏÒÅ -# ÁÕÔÈÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ -# 
romances being bought by the big houses and promoted as extensivelyɂand widelyɂas their white 
counterparts, the demands and rallying cry will continue. #WeNeedDiverseRomance  
 
 

Ȱ#WeNeedDiverseRomance because POC like small town romance too. 

)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÌ 5ÒÂÁÎ ÆÉÃ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ ɕ.ÏÔÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÆÏÌËÓɕȱ  @KwanaWrites  

Ȱ#WeNeedDiverseRomance because internalizing default as white is dangerous 

ÆÏÒ 7/#Ȣ 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÌÅarning love is impossible.ȱ @AlishaRai  
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SELF-PUBLISHING RESOURCES 
Below are lists of sources (in no particular order) that are especially useful if you are considering self-
publishing your multicultural romance. Remember, this is just a starting point and you should always do 
more research. 

 
FREELANCE EDITORS 

¶ Karen Dale Harris: http://karendaleharris.com/  

¶ Chuck Sambuchino: http://www.chucksambuchino.com/  

¶ Rhonda Helms :  http://www.rhondaedits.com/  

¶ Amy Jirsa-Smith ɀ Proofreader: ajirsasmith@bis.midco.net  
 

BOOK COVERS/GRAPHIC ARTIST 

¶ Taria Reed: http://www.tariareed.net/   

¶ Mae at Cover Fresh Designs :  http://www.coverfreshdesigns.com/  

¶ Hot Damn Designs:   http://www.hotdamndesigns.com/  

¶ Pre-made covers: http://www.self pubbookcovers.com/  
 

STOCK ART 

¶ The Reed Files: http://thereedfiles.photoshelter.com/  

¶ Deposit Photos: http://depositphotos.com/  

¶ Novel Stock: http://www.novelstock.com/hot-models.html  

¶ Dollar Photo Club : https://www.dollarphotoclub.com/  

¶ Big Stock: http://www.bigstockphoto.com/   

¶ Shutterstock: http://www.shutterstock.com/  

¶ Jenn Leblanc: http://jennleblanc.photoshelter.com/  

¶ Mosiac Stock: http://www.mosaicstockphotos.com/  
 

PROMO/MARKETING 

¶ Romance Novels in Color: http://romancenovelsincolor.com/  

¶ The Good Book Corner:  http://thegoodbookcorner.com/  

¶ Book Club Blog Tours: http://bookclubblogtours.blogspot.in/ 

¶ Book Review Tours: http://b00kr3vi3wtours.blogspot.com/p/services.html   
 

SELF-PUBLISHING SUPPORT 

¶ Indie Romance Ink (Yahoo loop) 

¶ Self-publishing (Yahoo loop) 

¶ Author EMS: http://www.authorems.com/self-publishing/  

¶ Self-publishing Roundtable: http://selfpublishingroundtable.com/  

¶ Bree Bridges blog: http://www.breebridges.com/   

¶ Formatting Fairies: http://e-bookformattingfairies.blogspot.com/  

¶ Crowdfunding: https://pubslush.com/ 

¶ Freelancer Help 
o Fiverr: https://www.fiverr.com/  
o Elance: https://www.elance.com/  
o UpWork (formerly oDesk): https://www.upwork.com/  

 

Ȱ#WeNeedDiverseRomance because POC have continued to survive and 

thrive across time and that story needs to be told.ȱ @piperhuguley 
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